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Hermit Thrush
Catharus guttatus

Review Status: Peer-reviewed

Conservation Status

Version Date: 15 December 2017

Class: Aves
Order: Passeriformes

Audubon AK:

NatureServe: Agency:
G Rank:G5 ADF&G: Species of Greatest Conservation Need ~ IUCN: Least Concern
S Rank: S5B USFWS: BLM:
Final Rank
Conservation category: IX. Blue
low status and low biological vulnerability and action need

Category Range Score

Status -20 to 20 -11

Biological  -50to 50 -39

Action -40 to 40 0

Higher numerical scores denote greater concern
Status

known declining trends. Status scores range from -20 (increasing) to 20 (decreasing).

- variables measure the trend in a taxon’s population status or distribution. Higher status scores denote taxa with

Score

Population Trend in Alaska (-10 to 10)

Stable. Data from 2003 to 2015 reveal a stable trend in Northwest Interior and a stable to slightly

increasing trend in Southeast Alaska (Handel and Sauer 2017). Long-term data (1993-2015) indicate

stable trends for both regions (Handel and Sauer 2017).
Distribution Trend in Alaska (-10 to 10)

Potentially increasing at the northern edge of its range (Mizel et al. 2016). Given population trends,

likely stable elsewhere.

Status Total:  -11

Biological - variables measure aspects of a taxon’s distribution, abundance and life history. Higher biological scores suggest

greater vulnerability to extirpation. Biological scores range from -50 (least vulnerable) to 50 (most vulnerable).

Score

Population Size in Alaska (-10 to 10)
Uncertain, but >25,000 (PIF 2019).
Range Size in Alaska (-10 to 10)

Summer resident only. Breeds throughout large parts of southern and central Alaska, from southeast

-10

-10

Alaska north past Fairbanks (Dellinger et al. 2012). In western Alaska, breeds from the Seward
Peninsula to the Alaska Peninsula, the Shumagin Islands, and the eastern Aleutian Islands (Dellinger
etal. 2012; ACCS 2017a). Estimated size of breeding range is >400,000 sq. km, estimated from
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range map by ACCS (2017a).

Population Concentration in Alaska (-10 to 10) -10
Does not concentrate.
Reproductive Potential in Alaska
Age of First Reproduction (-5 to 5) 0
Unknown. Assumed to breed at 1 year, but data are lacking for the Hermit Thrush and closely
related species (Mack and Yong 2000; Dellinger et al. 2012).
Number of Young (-5 to 5) 1
Few data available. Average clutch size is 4, with a range from 3 to 6 (Dellinger et al. 2012). Very
rarely has more than one brood per season (DeSante 1990).
Ecological Specialization in Alaska
Dietary (-5t0 5 -5
On breeding grounds, eats mostly ground-dwelling invertebrates including ants, beetles, spiders,
caterpillars, and worms (Dellinger et al. 2012). Fruits may be consumed opportunistically. There is
some evidence to suggest that diet varies with seasonal and spatial availability (Dellinger et al.
2012).
Habitat (-5 to 5) -5
Common in a range of forested habitats and stand ages (Quinlan 1978; Kessler 1979; Kessler and
Kogut 1985; Dellasala et al. 1996; Cotter and Andres 2000a). In southeast Alaska, detected in all
forested habitat types including coastal and upland coniferous forests, mixedwood and deciduous
forests, and shrub thickets (Gibson and MacDonald 1975; Cotter and Andres 2000a; Andres et al.
2004; Johnson et al. 2008). In central Alaska, appears to prefer deciduous forests (Spindler and
Kessel 1980; Cotter and Andres 2000a), but also occurs in mixedwood and coniferous forests
(Spindler and Kessel 1980). Fewer information is available for habitat preferences in western
Alaska, but seems to be associated with tall shrubs and deciduous forests (Ruthrauff et al. 2007;
Amundson et al. 2018).
Biological Total: -39
Action - variables measure current state of knowledge or extent of conservation efforts directed toward a given taxon.
Higher action scores denote greater information needs due of lack of knowledge or conservation action. Action
scores range from -40 (lower needs) to 40 (greater needs). Score
Management Plans and Regulations in Alaska (-10 to 10) 2
Protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA 1918).
Knowledge of Distribution and Habitat in Alaska (-10 to 10) -10
Often one of the most common species detected in forested habitats (e.g. Spindler and Kessel 1980;
Cotter and Andres 2000a; Johnson et al. 2008b). As such, its distribution and habitat associations
have been captured during multi-species bird surveys throughout most of its Alaskan range (see
references in Habitat Specialization section). Additional research is needed to understand migration
patterns.
Knowledge of Population Trends in Alaska (-10 to 10) 2
Monitored by the Breeding Bird Survey and the Alaska Landbird Monitoring Survey in northwestern
interior and southeast Alaska. Data are adequate for assessing population trends (Handel and Sauer
2017) and surveys capture a large portion of this species' range.
Knowledge of Factors Limiting Populations in Alaska (-10 to 10) 10
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Little is known about the factors that regulate this species in Alaska. Limited knowledge of nest
survival rates (Willson and Gende 2000; Sperry et al. 2008), adult survival rates, and productivity
(Corcoran et al. 2014). Some authors have proposed that nest predation may be important, but this
assertion remains speculative (Matsuoka et al. 2001; Sperry et al. 2008). On Kodiak Island from
2010 to 2014, hermit thrushes had the highest levels of productivity compared to other North
American sites and to previous monitoring efforts (Corcoran et al. 2014). The reasons for this
extremely high productivity are unknown. In general, this species seems resilient to habitat
disturbances, provided that these disturbances create or maintain an understory cover (Dellasala et al.
1996; Lance and Howell 2000; Matsuoka et al. 2001).

Action Total: 0

Supplemental Information - variables do not receive numerical scores. Instead, they are used to sort taxa to answer specific
biological or management questions.

Harvest: None or Prohibited
Seasonal Occurrence: Breeding
Taxonomic Significance: Monotypic species
% Global Range in Alaska: >10%
% Global Population in Alaska: <25%
Peripheral: No
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