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sticky ragwort 
Senecio viscosus L. 

Synonyms: None 

Other common name(s): None 

Family: Asteraceae 

Invasiveness Rank: Not Ranked - The invasiveness rank is calculated based on a species’ ecological 

impacts, biological attributes, distribution, and response to control measures. The ranks are scaled from 0 

to 100, with 0 representing a plant that poses no threat to native ecosystems and 100 representing a plant 

that poses a major threat to native ecosystems. 

 
 

 
Figure 1 Sticky ragwort (Senecio viscosus). Photo by Peter 

Dziuk. 

Description 

Sticky ragwort is a strong scented annual from 

a taproot that grows to 20-40 cm in height. 

Leaves, stems, and flowerheads are densely 

coated with glandular hair that makes the 

plant’s surface feel sticky. The lower leaves 

are petiolate, 2 to 7 cm long by 1.5 to 4 cm 

wide, obovate to oblong in shape and 

pinnately dissected to pinnatifid with wavy or 

round-toothed margins. The upper leaves are 

smaller and sessile, sometimes clasping to the 

stem. Flower heads are generally 3 to 8 in 

quantity but can number up to 30. Sticky 

ragwort has a row of sepal-like bracts around 

the calyx with 2 to 5 bractlets (largest to 4 

mm). Phyllaries are 5 to 7 mm in length and 

have black tips. Ray florets are generally more 

or less 13 in quantity. Corolla laminae are 1 to 

2 mm long and usually coiled, rarely 

extending beyond the phyllaries. The cypsela 

is usually glabrous, but occasionally hairy 

(Barkley 2020, Blamey and Grey-Wilson 

1989). 

 
Figure 2. Sticky ragwort (Senecio viscosus) leaf and 

characteristic hairs. Photo by Peter Dziuk. 
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Similar Species: Other ragwort species 

(Senecio spp.) including the more common 

non-native common groundsel (Senecio 

vulgaris) have similar growth form and leaf 

shape, but do not have sticky glandular hairs 

on leaves or stem. Unlike sticky ragwort, 

common groundsel has flowers that are 

generally ray-less. 

Ecological Impact 

Impact on community composition, 
structure, and interactions: Sticky ragwort 

is unlikely to persist under competitive stress, 

and when present, infestations are generally 

low cover over an area. May compete and 

negatively impact composition of native 

species that grow in very poor soil and in 

waste places (Prach 1987). 

 
Figure 3. Sticky ragwort (Senecio viscosus). Photo by Peter 

Dziuk. 

Impact on ecosystem processes: Sticky 

ragwort is a species prominent during the 

initial stages of primary succession but does 

not appear to persist in areas past early 

establishment/colonization of 1 to 3 years if 

under competitive stress and will likely be 

reduced or replaced by perennial plants (Prach 

1987). The establishment of sticky ragwort 

after disturbance may impact the natural 

succession of early-seral native species.  

Biology and Invasive Potential 

Reproductive potential: Sticky ragwort is an 

annual forb and does not exhibit vegetative 

reproduction. A highly plastic and prolific 

seed producer, sticky ragwort can produce 

over 4,000 seeds per individual plant under 

very low competitive stress, and as low as 53 

seeds under high competitive stress (Palmblad 

1968). 

Role of disturbance in establishment: 
Sticky ragwort depends on a high degree of 

disturbance and is most found growing in open 

arid, disturbed habitats like roadsides, fill/rock 

importation, and waste places (Crawford 

1996) (Emig and Kadereit 1993). It is only 

found in anthropogenically-impacted habitats 

in both the native and non-native range (Emig 

and Kadereit 1993).  

Potential for long-distance dispersal: The 

possession of a pappus attached to the fruiting 

body suggests capability of long-distance 

dispersal via wind or water (Eriksson 1992). 

Potential to be spread by human activity: 
Seeds of ragwort species (Senecio spp.) can be 

transported by vehicles, animals, and clothing. 

Germination requirement: Appears to 

germinate in the spring but has been known to 

also germinate in autumn with a winter annual 

habit (Emig and Kadereit 1993). Sticky 

ragwort sets poor seed in wet summers 

(Akeroyd 1982).  

Growth requirements: Sticky ragwort grows 

best in substrate with moderate acidity, low to 

moderate level of humus content in mineral 

soils, aridity, and high in nitrogen content 

(Emig and Kadereit 1993). A high water table 

can negatively impact the growth of sticky 

ragwort, although some species within the 

ragworts (Senecio spp.) may exhibit an 

increase in growth under anaerobic soil 

conditions, namely common groundsel 
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(S. vulgaris), which is present in AK 

(Crawford 1996, AKEPIC, CPNWH 2026). 

Germination to flower in sticky ragwort takes 

290 days, and 17 days from flower to fruit 

(Emig and Kadereit 1993). 

Legal Listings 

• Has not been declared noxious in AK, 

Canada or other states. 

Distribution and Abundance 

Native and current distribution: Sticky 

ragwort is native to temperate Asia and 

Europe (USDA, ARS 2017). It is found in 

disturbed habitats throughout its native and 

non-native range (Emig and Kadereit 1993). 

Sticky ragwort grows as a weed in 14 US 

states and in all Canadian Provinces apart 

from the Yukon Territory, Northwest 

Territories, Nunavut and Labrador (USDA, 

NRCS 2026, Brouillet et al. 2010+). Sticky 

ragwort has been reported in Ruby, 

Anchorage, Haines, and Skagway (AKEPIC, 

CPNWH 2026, Densmore et al. 2001). For the 

most up-to-date distribution information for 

Alaska, please visit the AKEPIC Database.  

Management 

 Sticky ragwort has been experimentally 

controlled with hot water treatments (Hansson 

and Ascard 2002). Chemical control has been 

shown effective in controlling infestations of 

other ragwort species, especially if applied 

during the early stages of growth (Dixon and 

Clay 2004). Mechanical control methods such 

as hand-pulling may be effective for small 

populations of sticky ragwort. Infestations 

should always be revisited after initial 

treatment to determine if retreatment is 

necessary.  
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