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Bombus rufocinctus - Cresson, 1863

Common Name: Red-belted Bumble Bee

| ELCODE: IIHYM24190 | Taxonomic Serial No.: 714833 |

Synonyms: Cullumanobombus rufocinctus Cresson, 1863

Taxonomy Notes: This species is morphologically similar to many other species and is often
misidentified (Williams et al. 2014). Additionally, there is large variation in color patterns, even
within colonies; however, the few specimens identified in Alaska appear to be consistent in color
pattern (see Sikes & Rykken 2020).
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Conservation Status
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Population, Occurrences, Range
Population size: Unknown.

Population Comments: N/A

Number of Occurrences: 8; number of museum records: 16 (Records from UAM, Yale Peabody
Museum, and University of
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Fairbanks to the Alaska Range,
one occurrence in Gates of the
Arctic National Park.
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Newfoundland and northeastern temperate forest and boreal forests, west through the Great
Plains and more widespread through the mountainous West. Its distribution extends northward

through Alberta, British Columbia, and less frequently in central Alaska (Williams et al. 2014).
Trends

Short-term: Unknown. Insufficient data to determine trend.

Long-term: Unknown. Insufficient data to determine trend.

Threats

Scope and Severity: Unknown.

Comments: No evidence suggests this species is threatened broadly. At the local scale, habitat
conversion and pesticides can have a negative impact (NatureServe 2020).

Ecology

Habitat: Habitat generalist (NatureServe 2020), woodlands, forests, urban parks and gardens
(Williams et al. 2014).

Associated flowers of: Chicorium*, Fragaria, Melilotus*, Solidago, Trifolium*, and Vicia*.
*denotes non-native plant species
Nesting behavior: Nests on the surface or aboveground (Williams et al. 2014).

Parasitism: This species is likely the host of B. insularis, B. suckleyi, and B. flavidus (Williams
et al. 2014).

Intrinsic Vulnerability: Unknown.
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