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Bombus polaris Curtis, 1835

Common Name: Polar Bumble Bee

| ELCODE: IIHYM24300 | Taxonomic Serial No.: 714831

Synonyms: Alpinobombus polaris Curtis, 1835
Report last updated — June 12, 2017

Conservation Status

| G5 S4 | ASRS: not yet ranked

Occurrences, Range

Number of Occurrences: 43; number of museum records: 226 (Canadian National Collection,
U.C. Riverside, Illinois Natural History Survey, University of Alaska Museum Insect
Collection).

AK Range Extent: 907,752 km? + Kodiak, St. Matthew, Nunivak, and Pribilof Islands; 4- km?
grid cells: 44. Arctic influenced species, numerous collection in Bering Sea Islands and North
Slope of Alaska. Also found in the Interior, Alaska Range Transition, and Copper River Basin.
One occurrence on Kodiak Island.

North American * Bombus_polaris
Distribution: : N
Arctic, Alaska and
northern Arctic
Canadian
territories.
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Trends

Trends are based
on museum
voucher collections
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of all Bombus species. Short-term trends are focus the past two decades (2000’s and 2010s),
whereas long-term trends are based on all years. Data originate from museum voucher
collections only and are summarized by decade. White bars indicate the number of voucher
collections for the species. Grey bars indicate the percent of Bombus polaris to all Bombus
species.

Bombus polaris Collections in Alaska

80 T 100
g 70 T9 ¢
M o
= + 80 =
3 60 i D
3 1”8
50
£ T60 ¢
8 >
© 40 — 150 @
=] >
=30 T4 =
; + 30 f;
20
2 10 |_||_| 4+ 10 O
0 : : oy : e e 1A, 1E, - 0

1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
Collections by Decade

OB. polaris Number  @B. polaris Proportion

Short-term: Remain stable (< 10% change) the past two decades.

Long-term: Significant (~10% change) in the proportion collected since the 1910s where the
greatest proportion was collected.

Threats
Scope and Severity: Unknown.

Ecology

Habitat: Tundra.

Known Alaskan Floral Resources: Arnica lessingii, Astragalus umbellatus, Hedysarum alpinum,
Oxytropis spp., Pedicularis labradorica, Pedicularis spp., Pedicularis sudetica, Polygonum
bistorta, Taraxacum officinale* *denotes non-native species

Nesting behavior: underground

Parasitism: host to B. hyperboreus
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