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Bombus bohemicus Seidl, 1837 

Common Name: Gypsy Cuckoo-bee, Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee, Ashton Cuckoo Bumble Bee 

ELCODE: IIHYM24510 Taxonomic Serial No.: 714875 

Synonyms: Bombus ashtoni (Cresson, 1864); Psithyrus ashtoni (Cresson, 1864) 

Taxonomy Notes: 

Report last updated – June 8, 2017 

Conservation Status 
G4 S3 ASRS: not yet ranked 

 

Occurrences, Range 
Number of Occurrences: 22; number of museum records: 273 (American Museum of Natural 

History, Canadian National Collection, Univ. of Kansas, University of Alaska Museum Insect 

Collection) 

AK Range Extent: 608,722 km2; 4-km2 grid cells: 22. Occurs in Central Interior, Matanuska 

Valley, Kenai, Kodiak, YK Delta, and Juneau. 

North American 

Distribution: 

Significantly 

centered in north 

east North 

America (Eastern 

Temperate Forest) 

and Canadian 

Great Plains. 

Distribution 

dwindles 

westward in 

Canada toward 

Alaska. 

 



 

Trends 
Trends are based on museum voucher collections of all Bombus species. Short-term trends are 

focus the past two decades (2000’s and 2010s), whereas long-term trends are based on all years. 

Data originate from museum voucher collections only and are summarized by decade. White 

bars indicate the number of voucher collections for the species. Grey bars indicate the percent of 

Bombus bohemicus to all Bombus species. 

 

Short-term: There is approximately a 30% decline in proportion collected within the past two 

decades. Declining rapidly in most of its range (Williams et al. 2014). 

Long-term: There has been a significant decline (> 50%) in the proportion of B. bohemicus 

collected. 

Threats 
Scope and Severity: Unknown. 

Comments: Unknown. 

Ecology 
Habitat: unknown 

Known Alaskan Floral Resources:  Melilotus*, Rubus, Vaccinium 

*denotes non-native species 

Nesting behavior: Parasite of other species. 
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Parasitism: Social parasite of B. terricola, and B. affinis, possibly of B. occidentalis and B. 

cryptarum. 

Ecological Integrity of Occurrences: Known occurrences are found in population centers that 

typically have lower ecological intactness and condition. 
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